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Juliette Legler is a toxicologist with training in environmental sciences, aquatic 
ecotoxicology and molecular biology. She received her PhD in 2001 at the 
Wageningen University, The Netherlands. Her PhD and post-doctoral research were 
performed in collaboration with the Hubrecht Institute for Developmental Biology 
and Stem Cell Research. She has been employed since 2001 by the IVM as a 
research scientist. In 2005 she served as Interim Head of the Department of 
Chemistry and Biology at IVM, and is currently Deputy Head of the Department. 
Her main research focus is determining the effects and molecular mechanisms of 
toxicity of chemicals in the environment. To this end she develops bioassays using 
molecular biological (genomics) approaches in both cell-based and zebrafish models. 
She is coordinator of the EU project OBELIX, which studies possible links between 
early life stage exposure to endocrine disrupting chemicals and the development of 
obesity later in life. She was recently awarded an “Innovational Research Incentives 
Scheme” (VIDI) grant from the Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research 
(NWO) for her research project entitled “Zebrafish as a model for understanding the 
role of environmental chemicals in obesity.” In addition, she is an advisor to various 
advisory committees such as the Dutch Health Council and OECD.  
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